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SUMMARY
TAKAO UNO

Introduction

The Zobisan tumuli are situated at Hashizume,Yoro town,southwestern
part of Gifu prefecture.This region is well known of traffic and military
key point of the Western and Eastern Japan.Important warefares were
made in this region at the biginning of ancient and postmedieval nation-
state.Many burial mounds were built in this area in Kofun Period (3rd-4th
century to 6th century A.D.). Among those,Zobisan tumuli are the one of
the oldest group.We intended to make conservation and research at this
site.

Excavation

The 2nd excavation of Zobisan No.l tumulus was carried out from July
23 to August 31. Zobisan No.l tumulus is built at the highest place of Zo-
bisan hill,and is the largest tumulus in the Zobisan tumuli. And this tumu-
lus is a double square mounded tomb (Zenpo-koho fun) whose whole length
is 40.1m,and was built at the end of 3rd century A.D. By our survey we
clarified that Zobisan No.1 tumulus was built by following 8 stages :

1) The builders flattened the natural hummock of the hilltop.

2) They spread earth on the ground to smooth the flat level.

3) They decided the outline of the tumulus by digging a narrow ditch.

4) They set up 4 small mounds at the corner of koko-bu where the mas-
ter of this tumulus was buried, and set up 1 small bank at the front of
zenpo-bu where the funeral ceremony was held.

5) They heaped earth up to the top level of the 4 small mounds at the
koho-bu.

6 ) They heaped earth up to the upper level of the coffin room leaving
the space of coffin room at the koho-bu, and heaped up to the top level of
the small bank at the zenpo-bu.

7) The burial and funeral ceremony was held at this stage. A wooden
box type coffin was used, and a Chinese bronze mirror, jade ornaments,
iron swords,an iron spearhead and iron arrowheads were buried.

8 ) The builders completed this tumulus. They broke the funeral pottery,
and buried at the center of the koho-bu.

Conclusion
We could clarify the constructive system of Zobisan No.l tumulus. So
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we can discuss the character of Zenpo-koho fun by the technical point of
view now. Up to now one typical view point was that the status of Zewnpo-
koho funm is lower than that of keyhole-shaped mounded tomb (Zenpo-koen
fun). But recently another view point that Zenpo-koho fun developed at
Tokai district as a symbol of Kuna-state is becoming strong argument. In
regard to constructive system, there are many differences and few simi-
larities between Zenpo-koho fun and Zenpo-koen fun. We suppose that un-
til the construction of Zobisan No.l tumulus Zenpo-koho fun was a origi-
nal funerary system origined at Tokai district, and after construction of
Zobisan No.l tumulus Zenpo-koho fun played a part of Zenpo-koen fun sys-
tem.
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